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Vision:
“The Pater Noster Secular Franciscan
Fraternity exists to bring Christ’s love,
mercy, compassion and forgiveness to a
world in need of God.”

Come and share with us our Vision and
Mission to Omaha and beyond!

Previous newsletters may be found on
the Queen of Peace Regional Fraternity

Mission:
“The mission of Pater Noster Fraternity is
to proclaim, and witness to the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Inspired by the
example of St. Francis and St. Clare, we
strive to humbly serve all people, especially
the poor and forgotten.  We joyfully
celebrate the gift of life in all creation and
recognize God’s living presence in the
world.”

Welcome to Easter 2022!

I pray that your Lenten journey towards our
Easter celebration has been truly a fruitful
one. It has been a fruitful one for me. I
managed to get to the Sacrament of
Confession - blessed be God in His angels and
in his saints. And may He make me one as
well! It’s still a struggle. Isn’t it?

One of the most beautiful liturgies is the
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Mass. Yes, it's one
of the longest ones as well. I can see, in my
mind's eye, those who would say, “Not for
me!” Take the leap and see how many people
have made the  decision for Jesus and His
One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church!

At my parish, one gentleman, whom I have
known for more than 20 years, is going to
come into full communion with the Church!
What a blessing! Imagine, even with all the
scandals that have and continue to happen
within the Church, many are still able to “see”
the True, the Good and the Beautiful which is
the Catholic Church! Amen! As Catholics, and
especially as Franciscans, we must be ready,
for “If anyone asks you to give an account of
the hope which you cherish, be ready at all
times to answer for it, but courteously and
with due reverence.” [1Pet3:15-16] You never
know what can happen. Pax et Bonum!
Luis Antonio Alvarez, OFS, Minister

https://queenofpeaceregion.org/omaha-pater-noster-fraternity
https://queenofpeaceregion.org/omaha-pater-noster-fraternity


Feast Day of the Month Blessed Luchesio Modestini

All images from WikiCommons can be used freely provided the
source is noted.

Description: San Lucchese
Date: 14th century
Author: Memmo di Filippuccio  (1250–1325) Blue
pencil.svg wikidata:Q582308

Blessed Luchesio Modestini was a merchant
in the little town of Poggibonzi in Tuscany.
More than most merchants, he was so
entirely and solely concerned with material
success that he was generally reputed to be

Born ca 1180 Gaggiano, March of Tuscany,
Holy Roman Empire

Died April 28, 1260 Poggibonsi, March of
Tuscany, Holy Roman Empire

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
(Third Order of St. Francis)

Beatified 1274 (cultus approved) by Pope
Gregory X

Major shrine: Poggibonsi, Siena, Italy

Feast April 28

an avaricious man. His wife, Buonadonna,
was of a similar disposition.

Then the grace of God touched the husband.
Blessed Luchesio realized how foolish it is to
strive only for worldly goods, of which he
could take nothing with him to eternity,
meanwhile forgetting about his soul's
salvation, as he had, unfortunately, been
doing until then. He began to practice works
of mercy and to perform his religious
obligations with fidelity; he succeeded in
winning his wife over to a similar outlook on
life.

Since they had no one to care for but
themselves, and Luchesio feared that in
conducting his business he might relapse into
covetousness, he gave up his business
entirely.  He and his good wife divided
everything among the poor and retained for
themselves only so much acreage as would

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:S_lucchese.jpg


Blessed Luchesio Modestini Continued

suffice for their support. Luchesio tilled this
with his own hands.

About this time St Francis came to Tuscany.
After his sermon on penance, hosts of people
desired to leave all and enter the convent. But
the saint admonished them calmly to
persevere in their vocation, for he had in mind
soon to give them a special rule according to
which they could serve God perfectly even in
the world.

At Poggibonzi Francis visited Blessed Luchesio,
with whom he had become acquainted
through former business transactions. St
Francis greatly rejoiced to find this avaricious
man so altered, and Luchesio, who had
already heard about the blessed activities of St
Francis, asked for special instructions for
himself and his wife, so that they might lead a
life in the world that would be pleasing to
God.

St Francis then explained to them his plans for
the establishment of an order for lay people;
and Luchesio and Buonadonna asked to be
received into it at once. Thus, according to
tradition, they became the first members of
the Order of Penance, which later came to be
called the Third Order of St Francis.

If Luchesio and Buonadonna were really the
first Tertiaries, they must have become such
not long after St Francis founded his First
Order in 1209. The first simple rule of life,
which St Francis gave to the first Tertiaries at
that time, was supplanted in 1221 by one
which Cardinal Ugolino prepared in legal
wording. And in the same year Pope Honorius
III approved this rule verbally. For this reason
the year 1221 is often given as the date of the
founding of the Third Order of St

Francis. After Luchesio had put on the gray
garment of a Tertiary, he rapidly advanced
toward perfect holiness. He practiced
penitential austerities, often fated on bread
and water, slept on the hard floor, and at his
work bore God constantly in his heart. His
generosity to the poor knew no bounds, so
that one day there was not even a loaf of
bread for his own household. When still
another poor man came, he asked his wife to
look whether there was not something they
could find for him. That vexed her and she
scolded him severely; his mortifications, she
said, had well nigh crazed him, he would keep
giving so long that they themselves would
have to suffer hunger.

The time had come when the faithful servant
of God was to receive the reward for his good
works. When he lay very ill, and there was no
hope for his recovery, his wife said to him,
"Implore God, who gave us to each other as
companions in life, to permit us also to die
together."

Luchesio prayed as requested. Buonadonna
fell ill with a fever, from which she died even
before her husband, after devoutly receiving
the holy sacraments. Luchesio passed away
with holy longing for God on April 28, 1260. At
his grave in the Franciscan church at
Poggibonzi many miracles have occurred. His
continuous veneration as Blessed was
approved by Pope Pius VI.

from: The Franciscan Book Of Saints, ed. by
Marion Habig, OFM

Additional Reading
Franciscan Tradition
Wikipedia
Secular Franciscan USA

https://www.franciscantradition.org/blog/37-blessed-luchesius-of-poggibonsi-first-lay-franciscan-penitent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luchesius_Modestini
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/28-Secular-Franciscans-Blessed-Luchesio-and-Buonadonna-Modestini.pdf


The Admonitions of St Francis of Assisi

Admon.20 – Finding true joy and happiness

Admonition 20 – The good and the vain
religious
Blessed is that religious, who does not find
joy and happiness except in the most sacred
words  and actions of the Lord, and through
them he leads people to the love of God with
joy and  gladness. Woe to that religious who
enjoys himself in his empty and useless
words and through  them leads people to
laughter.

Q1. What should be the source of happiness
for the religious (and hence for a member  of
the Secular Franciscans)?

Q2. How does this compare to the prayer:
“My God and My All”?

Q3. Can it be said that the key principle here
is that “God is all Good”?

Prayer Requests and Praise Reports

● Lord, send more vocations to
the OFS and other Franciscan
Orders

● For our lapsed members to
return to full participation in our
Gatherings

● For healing to all who are
suffering with effects of cancer
in its many forms

● For Maria’s son Joel health and
well being

● For the Sacrament of Marriage -
which is under attack more than
ever. That spouses may find the
fortitude to fight for their
marriages against all that the
Evil One sends.

● For an end to abortion,
euthenasia.

● For Christian Unity as our Lord
Jesus prayed to His Father.

● Healing and cleansing of Holy Mother
Church

● May the Lord Jesus Christ extend his
sacred and healing arm and vanquish
this dreadful decease, and all other
maladies from our loved ones, friends
and world

● For the health and safety of our
members in the Fraternity

● For Pat and Bill Whipple
● For the people of Ukraine - may the

Lord and His blessed Mother Mary
protect them.

● Pray for those intentions kept in the
secret of your hearts.



Calendar Of Events

April is dedicated to the

Blessed Sacrament and

the Holy Spirit.
“Let the entire man be seized with fear; let the

whole world tremble; let heaven exult when

Christ, the Son of the Living God, is on the

altar in the hands of the priest. O admirable

height and stupendous condescension! O

humble sublimity! O sublime humility! that

the Lord of the universe, God and the Son of

God, so humbles Himself that for our

salvation He hides Himself under a morsel of

bread.”

St Francis of Assisi

Image used with permission: anastpaul.com -

help her with her apostolate. thanks!

On-Going Formation:
● ENCYCLICAL LETTER

FRATELLI TUTTI
OF THE
HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
On Fraternity and Social Friendship

Chapter 5 - A Better Kind of Politics

Initial Formation:
The Franciscan Journey:

● Completed - pray for a good and holy
Profession Mass

Monthly Meetings: Will meet in person at
Saint Stephen the Martyr GPC center and will
be via Zoom in a hybrid meeting mode so all
may attend. The goal is face to face.

Potluck We will have Potluck this month for
all that would like to participate at 12:30.

Monthly Gathering - 4th Sunday at 1:00 PM -
Due to Easter on the 3rd Sunday
Exceptions: (Please, confirm BEFORE attending.)

● June - Gathering is on the 4th Sunday, due to
Father’s Day is on the 3rd Sunday

Council Meeting - 1st Wednesday of the
month 7:00 PM at Saint Stephen the Martyr
GPC (Except in April/December when the
Lenten/Advent Retreats are held) Retreat will
be April 6 with pot luck at 6:30 and retreat at
7:00

Franciscan Crown Rosary: 8PM Central
Wednesday
https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan
Password: 1234

https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan


Pater N�ter Fraternit� Member� wit� professio� date�

Andrea Walther
Jun 21, 1998

Chris Grotzinger
Oct 31, 1999

David Garrett
Oct 5, 2019

Richard Beal
May 31, 1998

Janice Wear
Jan 15, 2005

Joe Norman
May 22, 1982

Kent Riesberg
Apr  4, 2016

Linda Mertz
Dec 17, 2011

Luis Alvarez
Nov 19, 1989

Maria Kim-Beal
Apr  4, 2016

Mariana Flores-Chavez
Aug 9, 2014

Mitchell Brazell
Jun 3, 2006

Nancy Yount
Oct 5, 2019

Patricia Whipple
Aug 9, 2014

Paul Reinhart
Candidate

Sr. Kathleen Kluthe
Spiritual Assistant

Sr. Mary Ann Schmieding
SA Emeritus

Steve Carlson
Oct 5, 2019

William Whipple
Dec 17, 2011


